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S. Rep. No. 64, 53rd Cong., 1st Sess. (1893)
53D CONGRESS,} 
1st Session. 
SEN.ATE. { 
REPORT 
No. 64. 
IN THE SEN.ATE OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES. 
NOVEMBER 2, 1893.-Ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WAL'rHALL, from the Committee on Military .A.flairs, submitted 
the following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany S. 132.] 
The Committee on Military .Affairs to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 13j) making· an appropriation to enlarge the military post ot Fort 
Meade, near the city of Sturgiss, in the State of South Dakota, have 
con ' idered the same and report that this bill proposes an appropria• 
tion of $100,000 to enlarge the military post of Fort Meade. 
This bill does not meet the approval of your committee nor of the War 
Department, as will appear from the subjoined communications from 
the Major.General commanding the .Army and the Secretary of War. 
The views expressed in these communications are in harmony with the 
suggestions made by the former Secretary of War in relation to the 
di,tribution of the .Army, contained in his annual report for the yeai; 
1892. .An extract from this report is attached. 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ARMY, 
It is believed that our Indian wars are about at an end. In the march of popula-
tion and civilization westward that which was so long known as the frontier has 
disappeared. The necessity of massing troops in the west no longer exists. Seventy 
per cent of the Army is now located west of the Mississippi River. 
The total number of posts now garrisoned by United States troops, not including 
arsenals and armories, is 96; of these 33 are located east of the Mississippi River, as 
follows: 
Maine .........••.•••••.....•.••••••• 
Massach11 setts ....•........•••..••••. 
Rhode Island .......•.•...•••..•••••• 
Connecticut . .. . ....•.•........••.... 
New York ......•••••.••......••••••. 
Mary land ........•..........•.•.•••• 
District of Columbia ..•.•.••••.••••. 
Ohio ..• •...••........•••....••.••••. 
1 Illinois . . • . • • • • • • • • . . . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . 1 
i ~f ~!f ;t'"an::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ 
1~ f ~~I!~~L : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : i 
1 Florida ...•••..••............. _ ... ~ . 2 
1 Georgia ......••.....•......... _ . . . . . 1 
1 Alabama ..........••.•.....••••••••• 1 
The remainder, 63, are west of Mississippi River, as follows: 
Minnesota .......••.....•....••••••• 1 Wyoming .............•••..•••..••• 5 
South Dakota .....•.•.....•........ 2 Indian Territory .........••......... 1 
North Dakota...................... 3 Oklahoma Territory................ 2 
Montana, . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . • • • • . • • • • . 5 Texas.... . . . . . . • . • . . . . • • . . • . . . . . . . • 9 
Kansas.. .. . • • • • • . . • . • . . . . . . • • . • • • • . 3 Arizona . . . . • . . . . • . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . • . . 6 
Missouri . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • • 1 New Mexico...... . . . . . • • • . . • • . . . . . . 4 
Nebraska .• ••••..•......•...•...•••• 4 California .......•...........•...... 7 
Colorado ... .......... .. ............ 1 ·washington... .•• ... . .... .•• •.. .•.. 5 
Utah...... . . • • • . . . . • • • . • • • • • • . . • • • • 2 Idaho . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
2 MILITARY POST OF FORT MEADE, 
Five of these are regimental posts, and are located as follows: One in Illinois, one 
in Minnesota, one iu Nebraska, one in Wyoming, and one in Utah. 'fhese five posts 
are, strictly speaking, regimental. There are posts, however, quite as important 
and as large which are not regimental posts, because the commanus are mado up of 
parts of different regiments. 
The question as to the proper policy that should govern the distribution and lo-
cation of the Army presses for consideration and settlement. The t-endency of dis-
tribution hitherto has been to abandon small and isolated posts and concentrate the 
troops in larger garrisons. This has been attended with good results, as troops can 
be more economically maintained in large than in small garrisons. lt is s1wgested, 
therefore, that the small posts be gradually abandoned and that regimental posts be 
established in each of the larger States which are now without them. They should 
be located at or near the principal commercial centers, where transportation facili-
ties are ample, and movements of both men and supplies may be rapidly and econom-
ically made. The Army could be maintained under these conditions much cheaper 
than ever before in its history. It is thought that the cities, near which such posts 
may be located, should be required by Congress to donate to the Government suffi-
cient land, say 1,000 acres, in consideration of building and maintaining such posts 
in their immediate vicinity. 
The Department last year favored legislation establishing a military post in Mon-
tana, one in Arkansas, and one in New Mexico, upon the conrl.ition that land be 
donated as above set forth. In addition to a decided saving in the expense of main-
tenance, other important results would follow such a redistribution of the Army in 
larger garrisons. There would be better and more uniform discipline, greater esprit 
de corps, and a positive improvement in fastrnction and military adrninistr:1tion. 
Officers and men would have access to churches, schools, libraries, and other advan-
tages which are only to be found near larga centers of population. Added to this, 
the presence of troops in the States would familiarize the people with the Army, 
lead them to better understand its operations, and, it is believed, foster a kindlier 
interest in it. The people of the States would feel an interest in maintaining such 
posts, which would also be of advantage in connection with the training and instruc-
tion of the National Guard, and would assist its members to a better understanding 
of their duties should the occasion arise for its temporary employment as a national 
force. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, September 11, 1899. 
SIR: I return herewith Senate bill 132, Fifty-third Congress, :first session, mak-
ing an appropriation to enlarge the military post of Fort Meade, near the city of 
Sturgis, in the State of South Dakota, which was referred to this Department on 
August 31, 1893, and beg to invite your attention to the inclosed report of the Major-
General Commanding the Army, dated September 8, 1893, which is concurred in. 
Very respectfully, 
L.A. GRANT, 
Aoting Seot·etary of War. 
The CHAIRMAN OJI' TB1C 00MM1Tl'ER ON MILITARY .A.FF AIRS, 
United Statea Senate, 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., September 8, 1899. 
Sm: Referring to Senate bill 132, introduced August 8, 1893, proposing to enlarge 
the po t of Fort Meade, S. Dak., I have to remark th:1t ju view of the present 
strength and distribution of the Army it woulrl. not, in my judgment, be practicable 
to increase the garri1:1on at Fort Meade, even if the accommo<l.ations for troops were 
increased. I can not, therefore, advise any expenditure at that post, beyond such as 
may be necessary for the permanent quarters and other buildings for the present 
garrison. 
Very respectfully, 
The SBOllTilY OJ' W AB. 
0 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Jfajor-Gen,ral, a~ma.ncling. 
